
The following guidelines will provide each Nebraska 

FFA student an opportunity to apply for the Ag 

Champions Program. 

 

Contest Rules: 
 

1. Students must create an ag-focused website, blog or vlog (video blog). 

2. The chosen platform must have a minimum of six (6) posts. The posts 

must be written/created by only the student participating. 

a. The goal of the contest is for you as an FFA student to find 

your voice and tell your story. The online platform of your 

choosing will give the public a better understanding of your 

story and agriculture as a whole. 

3. To build a foundation of content on your online platform, we ask that 

you create six posts that address each of the topics outlined below…  

 
Introduction 

 Introduce yourself (name, age, family, hometown, ties to 

agriculture, etc.) 

 Future career plans (college, future job interests, etc.) 

Family Farming 

 Help consumers understand the passion and work that 

goes into family farming. Highlight your family farm—

or one that you are familiar with—by including history, 

personal stories, why it’s important to you, etc. 

Agriculture and You 

 What does agriculture mean to you? Explain how 

agriculture has had and will continue to have an 

impact on you throughout your past, present and 

future life endeavors. 

Modern Farming Practices 

 Help familiarize consumers with modern farming practices, 
how they have changed from past years and their role in 
agriculture today and in the future. 

Current Agricultural Issues 

 The agriculture industry is ever-changing and is always facing 
the challenge of communicating the complexities and 
opportunities the industry presents.  Choose one current issue 
the industry is facing and explain how it has had an impact on 
the industry. 

Student’s Choice 

 For this post, use your IMAGINATION and CREATIVITY! This 
entry is 100% in your hands to choose what you would like to 
write about. For example, you can expand on an agricultural 



issue that you are passionate about, elaborate more about a 
modern ag technology practice that intrigues you, or anything 
else that interests you.  

 

Most importantly: BE CREATIVE, have FUN and THINK OUTSIDE OF 
THE BOX. It is YOUR story—and only you can tell it, so make this unique 
to you. No idea is wrong or too small. Use your own ideas and have fun 

telling your story—it’s a good one!  

 

Contest Details: 
● Submission: a cover letter, along with a link to the student’s 

online platform must be submitted to the Nebraska Corn 

Board office or emailed to emily.thornburg@nebraska.gov by 

5:00 pm on February 20, 2017. 

● Judging: The Nebraska Corn Board will judge the online 

platforms, based on content, creativity and impact. The 

winners will be announced in March 2017.  Winning students will 

also be recognized at the 2017 State FFA Convention. 

● Eligibility: Any Nebraska high school student is eligible to 

participate in the program. The top six students, judged to 

have the strongest agvocating platform, will each receive a 

$500 scholarship. 

● Scholarship Details: The purpose of the scholarships to be 

awarded to the top six winning online platform designers is to 

enable the students to serve as more effective advocates of 

the agriculture industry through their work-based learning 

SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience) program. In order 

to receive the $500 scholarship check, winners must submit a 

written plan of what they will purchase with the scholarship, 

and a receipt (or set of receipts) for the purchase to 

nebraskaffaassociation@gmail.com with the subject line 

“2017 Ag Champions Scholarship Request”. (The receipt(s) 

may be more than $500, but the check amount will not exceed 

$500.) The purchase must directly benefit or grow the 

student’s SAE program. The written plan should consist of a 

short (3-5 paragraphs) written document to address the 

following questions: 

● What will be purchased? 

● Why will the item be purchased? 

● How will the purchase contribute to agriculture 

advocacy? 

● How will the purchase be used within the SAE 

program? 
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Timeframe: 

● September 2016  

Applications will be available at NebraskaCorn.gov or 

NeAgEd.org/FFA. 

● February 20, 2017 

Entries are due to the Nebraska Corn Board office or emailed to 

emily.thornburg@nebraska.gov by 5:00 pm. If mailed, please 

send to: 

Nebraska Corn Board  
Ag Champions Program 
301 Centennial Mall South  
4th Floor PO Box 95107 
Lincoln, NE 68509 

● March 2017 
Winners will be 
announced. 

● April 5 - 7, 2017 
Winners will be recognized at the 2017 Nebraska State FFA Convention. 
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